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CHAPTER 100
[Engrossed House Bill No. 201]

MOTOR VEHICLES-
AUTO STAGES--PRIVATE CARRIER BUSES

AN ACT Relating to the regulation of motor vehicles; amending sec-

tion 3, chapter 16, Laws of 1963 as last amended by section 1,

chapter 12, Laws of 1969 ex. sess., and RCW 46.61.410; amend-

ing section 2, chapter 16, Laws of 1963 as amended by section

1, chapter 25, Laws of 1967 and RCW 46.61.405; amending sec-

tion 1, chapter 20, Laws of 1967 ex. sess. as amended by sec-

tion 1, chapter 68, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 46.20.440;

amending section 46.37.190, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as last

amended by section 53. chapter 155, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and

RCW 46.37.190; amending section 46.37.290, chapter 12, Laws

of 1961 and RCW 46.37.290; amending section 48, chapter 155,

Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and RCW 46.61.350; adding a new section

to chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and to chapter 46.04 RCW; adding

a new section to chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and to chapter 46-

.61 RCW; and declaring an energency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Section 1. Section 3, chapter 16, Laws of 1963 as last amend-

ed by section 1, chapter 12, Laws of 1969 ex. sess., and RCW 46.61-

.410 are each amended to read as follows:

(1) Subject to subsection (2) below the state highway commis-

sion may increase the maximum speed limit on any highway or portion

thereof to not more than seventy miles per hour whenever said commis-

sion determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investi-

gation that such greater speed is reasonable and safe under the cir-

cumstances existing on such part of the highway. The greater maxi-

mum limit so determined shall be effective, when appropriate

signs giving notice thereof are erected, or if a maximum limit is

established for auto stages which is lower than the limit for auto-

mobiles, the auto stage speed limit shall become effective thirty

days after written notice thereof is mailed in the manner provided
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in subsection (4) of this section.

Such maximum speed limit may be declared to be effective at

all times or at such times as are indicated upon said signs or in the

case of auto stages, as indicated in said written noti.ce; and differ-

ing limits may be established for different times of day, different

types of vehicles, varying weather conditions, and other factors

bearing on safe speeds, which shall be effective when posted upon

appropriate fixed or variable signs or if a maximum limit Is estab-

lished for auto stames which is lower than the limit for automobiles.

the auto stafre sneed limit shall become effective thirty days after

written notice thereof is mailed in the manner Drovided in subsection

(14) of this section.

(2) The maximum speed limit for vehicles over ten thousand

pounds gross weight and vehicles in combination except auto stages

shall not exceed sixty miles per hour and may be established at a

lower limit by the state highway commission as provided in RCW 46-

.61.1405.

(3) The word "trucks" used by the state highway commission on

signs giving notice of maximum speed limits shall mean vehicles over

ten thousand pounds gross weight and all vehicles in combination ex-

cept auto stages.

(14) Whenever the state hig~hway commission shall establish max-

Imum sneed limits for auto stazes lower than the maximum limits for

automobiles, the secretary of the state hivhwav commission shall mail

notice thereof to each auto tranzcrtat'irn ccmt anMy hol-C'Inr a certif-

icate of nublic convenience and necessity issued by the Washinzton

utilities and transoortation commission. The notice shall be mailed

to the chief place of business within the state of Washinoton of

each auto transoortation company or if none then its chief place of

business without the state of Washinpton.

Sec. 2. Section 2, chapter 16, Laws of 1963 as amended by

section 1, chapter 25, Laws of 1967 and RCV1 46.61.1405 are each amend-

ed to read as follows:
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W~henever the state highway commission shall determine upon

the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that any maxi-

mum speed hereinbefore set forth is greater than is reasonable or

safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection or upon

any other part of the state highway systen or at state ferry termin-

als, said commission may determine and declare a lower reasonable and

safe maximum limit thereat, which shall be effective when appropriate

signs giving notice thereof are erected. Such a maximum speed limit

may be declared to be effective at all times or at such times as are

indicated upon the said signs; and differing limits may be establish-

ed for different times of day, different types of vehicles, varying

weather conditions, and other factors bearing on safe speeds, which

shall be effective (a) when posted upon appropriate fixed or variable

signs or (b) if a maximum limit is established for auto stages which

is lower than the limit for automobiles, the auto stage speed limit

shall become effective thirty days after written notice thereof is

mailed in the manner provided in subsection (4) of section 1 of this

1970 amendatory act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. There is added to chapter 12, Laws of

1961 and to chapter 46.04 RCW a new section to read as follows:

"Private carrier bus" means every motor vehicle designed for

the purpose of carrying passengers (having a seating capacity for

eleven or more persons) used regularly to transport persons in fur-

therance of any organized agricultural, religious or charitable pur-

pose. Such term does not include buses operated by common carriers

under a franchise granted by any city or town or the Washington Pub-

lic Utilities Commission.

Sec. 4. Section 1, chapter 20, Laws of 1967 ex. sess.as a-

mended by section 1, chapter 68, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 46-

.20.440 are each amended to read as follows:

It shall be unlawful for a person to operate for compensation

upon the public highway any motor-truck , truck-tractor, school bus,

private carrier bus, auto stage or for-hire vehicle as defined by RCW
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46.04.310, 46.04.650, 46.04.521, 46.04.050 ((n)~46.04.190 and

section 3 of this 1970 amendatory act respectively, found by the di-

rector to require special operating skills as hereafter provided,

unless the driver shall have successfully completed an examination,

in addition to the examinations in RCW 46.20.130, demonstrating the

ability of the driver to operate and maneuver the vehicle or vehicles

upon the public highway in a manner not to jeopardize the safety of

persons or property: PROVIDED, That this requirement shall not apply

to any person hauling farm commodities from the farm to the process-

ing plant or shipping point, not to exceed a radius of fifty miles

from the farm.

The director may issue a temporary permit to an applicant for

a period not to exceed ninety days. This temporary permit may be re-

newed for one additional ninety-day period. The director shall col-

lect a two dollar fee for said temporary permit, or renewal, and the

said fee shall be deposited in the highway safety fund.

The director shall upon completion of such tests specially en-

dorse the driver's license of the applicant to indicate the type of

vehicle qualifications met.

Sec. 5. Section 46.37.190, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as last

amended by section 53, chapter 155, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and RCW

46.37.190 are each amended to read as follows:

(1) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in addition to

any other equipment and distinctive marking required by this chapter,

be equipped with at least one lamp capable of displaying a red light

visible from at least five hundred feet in normal sunlight and a

siren capable of giving an audible signal.

(2) Every school bus and private carrier bus shall, in addi-

tion to any other equipment and distinctive markings required by this

chapter, be equipped with a "stop" signal upon a background not less

than fourteen by eighteen inches displaying the word "stop" in let-

ters of distinctly contrasting colors not less than eight inches high,

and shall further be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and
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as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which shall be capable of

displaying to the front two alternately flashing red lights located

at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights

located at the same level and those*[these] lights shall have suffi-

cient intensity to be visible at five hundred feet in normal sunlight.

(3) A police vehicle when used as an authorized emergency

vehicle may but need not be equipped with alternately flashing red

lights specified herein.

(4) The alternately flashing lighting described in subsec-

tions (2) and (3) of this section shall not be used on any vehicle

other than a school bus, a private carrier bus or an authorized

emergency vehicle.

(5) The use of the signal equipment described herein shall

impose upon drivers of other vehicles the obligation to yield right

of way and stop as prescribed in RCW 46.61.210 ((and))_, RCW 46.61.370

and section 7 of this 1970 amendatory act.

Sec. 6. Section 46.37.290, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW

46.37.290 are each amended to read as follows:

(1) The state commission on equipment is authorized to adopt

standards and specifications applicable to lighting equipment on and

special warning devices to be carried by school buses and private

carrier buses consistent with the provisions of this chapter, but

supplemental thereto. Such standards and specifications shall cor-

relate with and, so far as possible, conform to the specifications

then current as approved by the society of automotive engineers.

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate any flashing warning

signal light on any school bus or Private carrier bus except when any

said ((eeheel)) bus is stopped on a highway for the purpose of per-

mitting ((seheel-ehilden)) passengers to board or alight from said

((eeheel)) bus. The term flashing signal as used herein shall not

include an electric turn signal.

Sec. 7. Section 48. chapter 155. Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and
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RCW 46.61.350 are each amended to read as follows:

(1) The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for

hire, other than a passenger car, or of any school bus or private

carrier bus carrying any school child, or other passenger,. or of any

vehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable liquids as a

cargo or part of a cargo, before crossing at grade any track or

tracks of a railroad, shall stop such vehicle within fifty feet but

not 1e~s than fifteen feet from the nearest rail of such railroad

and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along

such track for any approaching train, and for signals indicating the

approach of a train, except as hereinafter provided, and shall not

proceed until he can do so safely. After stopping as required herein

and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so the driver of any said

vehicle shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there will

be no necessity for changing gears while traversing such crossing and

the driver shall not shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(2) No stop need be made at any such crossing where a police

officer or a traffic-control signal directs traffic to proceed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. There is added to chapter 12, Laws of

1961 and to chapter 46.61 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(1) The driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or meeting from

either direction any private carrier bus which has stopped on the

highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any passenger

shall stop the vehicle before reaching such private carrier bus when

there is in operation on said bus a visual signal as specified in RCW

46.37.190 and said driver shall not proceed until such bus resumes

motion or is signaled by the bus driver to proceed or the visual

signals are no longer activated.

(2) Every private carrier bus shall bear upon the front and

rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the words "PRIVATE

CARRIER BUS" in letters not less than eight inches in height, and in

addition shall be equipped with visual signals meeting the require-

ments of RCW 46.37.190 which shall be actuated by the driver of said
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private carrier bus whenever but only whenever such vehicle is

stopped on the highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging

passengers, except:

(a) When the passengers boarding or alighting do not have to

cross a highway and the bus is stopped completely of f the main

traveled portion of the roadway; or

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or place where

traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or official traffic

control signal.

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided into sepa-

rate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150, need not stop upon meet-

ing or passing a private carrier bus which is on a separate roadway

or when upon a limited access highway and the private carrier bus is

stopped in a loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such

highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This 1970 anendatory act is necessary

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety

the support of the state government and its existing public institu-

tions. and shall take e ffect immediately.

Passed the House February 12, 1970
Passed the Senate February 12, 1970
Approved by the Governor February 20, 1970

Filed in Office of Secretary of State February 24, 1970

CHAPTER 101
[Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 232]

TAXES--DEDUCTIONS--FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS--
SHARES OF STOCK

AN ACT Relating to revenue and taxation; amending section 79, chap-

ter 235, Laws of 1945 and RCW 33.28.040; amending section 82-

.04.430, chapter 15, Laws of 1961 as last amended by section

11, chapter 173, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and RCW 82.04.430;

adding a new section to chapter 15, Laws of 1961 and to chap-

ter 82.04 RCW; repealing section 82.04.400, chapter 15, Laws

of 1961, section 1, chapter 136, Laws of 1963, section 8,

chapter 173, Laws of 1965 ex- sess., section 1, chapter 246,
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